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Early American Printing 


MAT was the first American book? The origin of 
/ printing in America, while not exactly shrouded in 
mystery, is certainly no clearer than the origin of many 
another vital element in civilization. Moreover, in answering 
the question as to what is the first American book, one must 
first answer this question: what do you mean by “American?” 
Do you mean in the western hemisphere, or, do you mean only 
in the United States? Furthermore, what do you mean by 
“American book”? Do you mean a book printed in America, 
from type cast in Europe, or a book printed in America from 
type cast in America? When all these questions are answered, 
there yet remains the question of whether a book written in 
another continent but printed in America is an American book. 
If we confine ourselves merely to the question of American typog- 
raphy, we shall still find its origins presenting the same un- 
certainty that surrounds the origin of printing elsewhere in the 
world. Germany, France, and the Netherlands all contend for 
the honor of being the birth-place of European printing. Oxford 
and Westminster have both put in claims for the earliest date 
in English printing, while in fact the first book printed in Eng- 
lish was actually produced in Belgium. Books were printed in 
China five hundred years before any of these controversies, and 
in his recent and fascinating book on the subject, Dr. Carter 
has pointed out how much there is still to be found out on that 
subject. The Americanist, therefore, need not hesitate to point 
out that here is a most promising field for investigation, and 
he will make sure that from every statement, he has a good 
avenue of retreat. The Library possesses a copy of every book 
whose title is presented in italics in this bulletin. 
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The work of the first American printing press, Mexico, 1544 


Hispanic-America 

HE HOUSE OF CROMBERGER. In 1490 four German 

printers set up a press in the city of Sevilla, in Spain. In 
ihe next century we find Jacob and Juan Cromberger the heads 
of that establishment, and this firm had become one of the 
most important in Spain. Since the growth of the House of 
Cromberger was coincident with the discovery of America, it is 
entirely appropriate that the work of the first American histo- 
rian, Peter Martyr, should have appeared from that press. Our 
Exhibition, therefore, may properly begin with the copy of P. 
Martyris angli mediolanensis opera (Sevilla, 1511). The actual 
discovery of America was first felt in the scientific world in the 
field of geography, and among the early books to take cognizance 
of the vast change being wrought in human knowledge was Mar- 
tin Encisco’s Suma de geographia q trata de todas las partidas y 
provincias del mundo: en especial de las indias (Sevilla, 1519). 
Both these volumes appear with the imprint of Cromberger. 
Zumarraga, the first Archbishop-elect of Mexico, needed some 
religious books printed in the Mexican language to help him in 
his missionary labors of converting the Indians to Christianity. 
He arranged with these Sevillan printers to do the work. In the 
year 1539 Cromberger sent out to the City of Mexico one Juan 
Pablos with a printing press, and he in that year may have printed 
something, but of it certainly no copy’ survives. Such evidence 
as we haye of the title of this imprint was published by the 
Spanish Ministerio del Fomento in Cartas de Indias (Madrid, 
1877) p. 787. Here at least we have the first American printer, 
and our copy of Doctrina breve .... copuesta por el Revere- 
dissimo 8. do fray Jua Cumarraga (Mexico, 1544), informs us 
by its title that we are looking at one of the books which was 
printed for the Archbishop-elect. From this time on the print- 
ing press flourished in the city of Mexico, and the continued ef- 
forts of the Spanish priests to learn enough of the Mexican lan- 
ugage to convert the Indians may be seen by the publication one 
hundred and seventy years later of Fray Manuel Pérez’s Arte de 
cl Idioma Mexicano (Mexico, 1718). 
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Title of a Book printed from the first Type Designed 
and cast in America. Paraguay, 1721. 


In tracing the next step in printing in America, we do not 
yet travel north, to the English colonies, but further south to 
Peru. In 1580, Antonio Ricardo was printing books in the city 
of Mexico. Hearing that a press was needed in connection with 
the work of the University of San Marcos he carried his printing 
press to the city of Lima and there founded the first printing 
establishment in South America. Here again in our copy of 
Tercero Cathecismo y exposicion de la Doctrina Christiana 
(Lima, 1585), we see the influence of missionary zeal upon early 
printing in America. The book is a catechism, on each page of 
which the text is in the Quichua and Aymara languages, with the 
Spanish above in italics. 

If it be insisted that a book may not fairly be called the first 
American book until the type from which it is printed, as well 
as the press work, is the product of American labor, we have to 
consider the first American efforts at typefounding. In the 
early decades of the eighteenth century there fiourished on the 
banks of the Parana River, in Paraguay, those Jesuit Missions, 
which have been aptly styled “A Vanished Arcadia.” As early 
as 1705 the Paraguay Indians, under the guidance of the Jesuit 
Fathers, cast type at the Mission of Loreto, and from it they 
printed at least eight books. Our copy of the Manuwale ad usum 
patrum Societas Iesu (Loreto, 1721), is an example of this 
work printed from what is probably type cast from the first 
American matrices. Here at last we have a truly American book. 

In the matter of research into the history of printing, the 
United States must certainly yield the palm to Latin America. 
No discussion of this sort should fail to call attention to the 
great bibliographical works of the Mexican scholar, J. Garcia 
Icazbalceta, and the Chilean, José Toribio Medina. The prin- 
cipal work of the former is his Bibliografia Mexicana del Siglo 
XVI (Mexico, 1886), while one of the greatest works of the 
latter is his La Imprenta en Mésxico, 1539-1821 (Santiago de 
Chile, 1912). The principal North American scholar in this field 
is Henry R. Wagner, of California, whose biblographical work 
The Spanish Southwest (Berkeley, Calif., 1924), has been termed 
‘the most significant addition to the field of Spanish-American 
study that has been made in recent years.” Mr. Wagner has also 
compiled a table in which he has located practically every extant 
copy of the early Mexican press to 1600. 
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Two pages from the Manual printed in Paraguay in 1721 
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New England 


CENTURY after books were printed in Mexico, a printing 

press was finally set up in the English colonies. Here again 
we find that the first imprint has not survived. In 1639, the 
Rey. John Glover started from England for Boston with a print- 
ing press and a printer, STEPHEN DAYE. Glover died before 
the boat reached the shores of the new world, but the press itself 
was set up in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in the house of Henry 
Dunster, the first president of Harvard College. The first docu- 
ment issuing from this press was probably a single sheet, The 
Oath of the Freeman, but no copy is known to exist. The earliest 
reprint of this document appeared in Major John Child’s New 
England’s Jonas (London, 1647), of which the copy on exhibition 
is open at the appropriate page. The second imprint was prob- 
ably an almanac, but of this no copy exists. The third imprint 
of this press, the famous Bay Psalm Book has often been called 
the first American book—with what justice, must be inferred 
from what has been said above. Only ten copies of this book 
are known to survive, and all of them were in captivity long 
before the foundation of our library at Ann Arbor. We must 
therefore content ourselves with Mr. Wilberforce Eames’ excel- 
lent facsimilie edition, and live in hope. 


SAMUEL GREEN, of Cambridge, carried on the work of the 
Cambridge Press at the passing of Daye, and from him are 
descended a whole race of American printers. Among his im- 
prints are The General Laws and Liberties of M assachusetts Col- 
ony (Cambridge, 1672), Increase Mather’s A Discourse Concern- 
ing the Subject of Baptisme (Cambridge, 1675), A Discourse Con- 
cerning Comets (Boston, 1683), and the immortal Indian Bible 
of John Eliot, Mamvsse Wunneetupanatamwe up-Biblum (Cam- 
bridge, 1685). 

In 1675 JOHN FOSTER set up the first printing press in 
Boston. Among the products of his press were William Hub- 
pard’s The Happiness of a People (Boston, 1676), Increase 
Mather’s An Historical Discourse Concerning the Prevalency of 
Prayer (Boston, 1677), and A Confession of Faith (Boston, 
1680). 
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The earliest known imprint of William Bradford, 
the First Printer of Pennsylvania and New York 


RICHARD PIERCE. How much printing there was in Mas- 
sachusetts before any other English colonies produced a single 
imprint may be observed by the products of the printing press 
of Richard Pierce, of Boston. A year before printing began in 
Pennsylvania, the second colony to have a press, Pierce, who was 
at least the fifth Boston printer, issued Increase Mather’s Doc- 
trine of Divine Providence (Boston, 1685), and Nathanael 
Mather’s Sermon wherein is shewed that it is the Duty and 
should be the Care of Believers on Christ, to Live in the Constant 
Lizercise of Grace (Boston, 1684). 

Of BENJAMIN HARRIS, Mr. Worthington Ford has said, 
“To him belongs the New England Primer, and to him should 
have belonged the credit for the first newspaper regularly 
printed in any English colony in America.” He was one of a 
number of printers who published the works of the equally 
numerous clan of the Mathers, as may be observed from our 
copies of Cotton Mather’s Life of the renowned John Eliot (Bos- 
ton, 1691), and Increase Mather’s Cases of conscience. Concern- 
ing evil Spirits (Boston, 1693). 

New England has also given us our only great history of print- 
ing in the English colonies and the United States. Isaiah 
Thomas, of Worcester, Massachusetts, issued his History of 
Printing in America with a Biography of Printers (Worcester) 
in 1810, a work which remains the only effort to compile a gen- 
eral history of printing in America. It was reissued by the 
American Antiquarian Society, with additional notes, in 1874. 

The first type casting in-the English colonies of America 
must be dated at least sixty years after the work in Paraguay. 
The first experimentation should be credited to Abel Buell, of 
Connecticut, in 1786, but he did not persist in his work until after 
type casting had been perfected and put on a commercial basis 
elsewhere in the United States. A prior claim for type casting 
under the direction of the Boston printing house of Mein and 
Fleeming has also been put forward. They published a news- 
paper, The Boston Chronicle, which may have been printed from 
this type. The volume for this year of 1768 is shown on exhibi- 
tion here, but the weight of authority is very decidedly against 
the type of Mein and Fleeming having been cast in America. 
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This ingenious bit of typography was the work of William Parks, who for lack 
of an"engraver in colonial Virginia, told his story with type ornaments. The 


Library possesses a unique copy of this plan of battle. 
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Pennsylvania 


ILLIAM BRADFORD is claimed as the first printer by 

both Pennsylvania and New York. His earliest work, so 
far as is known, was an edition of William Penn’s The Frame 
of Government of the Province of Pemnsilvania (1682), which 
he printed in London before coming to America. The Library 
possesses what is supposed to be a unique variant of this cele- 
brated first constitutional document in the history of the Quaker 
Colony. Bradford came to Philadelphia in- 1685 and produced 
the first. description of Pennsylvania to be printed in that 
province, Thomas Budd’s Good Order Established in Pennsil- 
vania & New-Jersey (Philadelphia, 1685). This is an exceed- 
ingly rare book, the historical importance of which lends it even 
ereater value than the fact that it was the second, if not the 
first, Bradford American imprint. 

SAMUEL KEIMER is known to every reader of Franklin’s 
immortal Autobiography as the man for whom Franklin worked 
on coming to Philadelphia. He was the first proprietor of a 
press to rise above the mere printer, and his edition of William 
Sewel’s The History of the Rise, Increase, and Progress, of the 
Ohristian People Called Quakers (Philadelphia, 1728), was the 
largest volume printed in the colony up to this time, and for 
twenty years afterward. It was this work which was in part 
farmed out to Benjamin Franklin and Hugh Meredith, as re- 
lated in the Autobiography. Franklin and Meredith probably 
printed pages 533 to 694. 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN’S work as a printer was the subject 
of one of the Library’s exhibitions a year ago (described in the 
Library’s Bulletin No. 18). Among his typographical master- 
pieces may be considered his Articles of Agreement made and 
concluded upon between The Right Honourable the Lord Pro- 
prictary of Maryland and the Honourable the Proprietarys of 
Pensilvania (Philadelphia, 1733), and The Charters of the Prov- 
ince of Pensilvania and City of Philadelphia Ce Cee 
1742). TFranklin’s own favorite was, of course, his Mf. f. Cicero’s 
Cato Major or his Discourse of Old-Age (Philadelphia, 1744). 

THE CHRISTOPHER SOWERS. That three editions of the 
Bible should have been printed in German in America before a 
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single edition appeared in Wnglish is a fact frequently over- 
looked by the laity. In his second edition of his Biblia, das ist: 
Die Heilige Schrift Altes und Neues Testaments, Nach der Teut- 
schen Uebersetzung D. Martin Luthers (Germantown, 1763), 
Christopher Sower, Sr., remarks that he has produced a second 
Bible in America “to the renown of the German Nation, no other 
nation being able to claim that the Bible has been printed in 
their language in this division of the Globe.” In view of the 
priority of Eliot’s Indian Bible, it seems as though Sower did 
not leave himself the necessary avenue of retreat of which the 
careful bibliographer always likes to be sure. Christopher 
Sower, Sr., printed many other religious books for the fast 
increasing number of Germans who came to Pennsylvania during 
the 18th century. Ausbund, das ist: Htliche schéne Christliche 
Lieder (Germantown, 1751), was a song book, highly esteemed 
among the Mennonites. It was originally published in Germany 
in 1583, and this is but the second of four editions printed at 
Germantown. Of similar interest is Samuel Lucius’ Die Paradis- 
ische Alve der Jungfraulichen Keuschheit (Germantown, 1770), 
and Tersteegen Geistliches Blumen-Gartlein Inniger Seelen (Ger- 
mantown, 1773). That Sower did not confine himself to print- 
ing with German types may be seen from the copy of Thomas 
Bromley’s The Way to the Sabbath of Rest (Germantown, 1759). 

“The successful beginnings of typefounding in English Amer- 
ica, it is believed, may be traced to the desire of Christopher 
Sower, Jr., of Germantown, Pennsylvania, to issue a third edi- 
tion of that German Bible which had first made its appearance 
at the pains and expense of his father in 1743,” writes Mr. Wroth. 

To enable him to produce this third edition, Christopher Sower, 
Jxr., appears to have set two of his men at work casting type. 
This German-American type was probably used by Sower as early 
as 1771 or 1772. The work on the Bible was long and tedious 
and it was 1776 before there appeared Biblia, Das ist: Die ganze 
Géttliche Heilige Schrift .... Dritte Auflage (Germantown, 
1776). Meantime one of Sower’s artisans had set up for himself 
and produced the roman types from which was printed the first 
issue of Story and Humphrey’s Pennsylvania Mercury, April 7, 
1775, in which “The Printers beg leave to acquaint their Sub- 
scribers and the Public, that the TYPES with which this paper 
is printed, are of AMERICAN MANUFACTURE.” Here at last 
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Subfcribers and the Public, that the Types with 
which tH1s Paper is printed ate of AMERICAN manu- 
fa@ure, and fhould it by this means fail of giving fuch 
entire fatisfa€tion to the judicious and accurate eye, 
they hope every patriotic allowance will be made in 
its favour, and that an attempt to introduce fo valuable 
‘an art into thcle colonics, will meet with an indulgent 
eountenance from every lover of his colatry.------- ~We 
are fenfible, that in point of elegance, they are fome- 
what inferior to thofe imiporred from England, but we 
flatter ourfelves that the ruftic manufaétures of Ameri- 
ca will prove more grateful.to the patriot <ye; than the 
more finithed produdions of Europe, efpecially when 
‘we confider that -whilft you tolerate the unpolifhed fi- 
gure of the firft attempt, the work will be growing to 
perfeftion by the experience of the Ingcnious artift, 
who has furaifhed us with this fpacimen of his fkill, and | 
w+ hope the paper will not prove lefs acceptable to our 
readers, for giving him this encouragement. 

We beg leave further to o -ferve, that as one of the 
eaftern mails is now dispatched {rom Bofton, tn fuch 
time as to arrive hercon Thurfday (initead of Saturday 
ss formerly) we nave j dgd it exp-dicnt to change our 
day of puslication to Friday, by which alteration we 
expeét to hive an opportunity of furaifhing the -moft 
early intelligence from that intereftin quarter. We 
truft this will be a fufacient apology for making that 
only deviation from the affurances given the: public in 
our propofals, ner will any other alteration be admit- 
ted unlefs manifeftly tending to the advantage and en. 
tertainment of our Subferibers.---We return thanks to 
thofe gentlemen in this and the neighbouring provinces, 
who have kindly countenanced our intentions, and o- 
bligingly affifted us by taking in fuiofriptions, &c. for 
the Pawnsyevania Mercury and Universat Apés 
VERTISER, and would bez them ftill to continue fuch, 
their friendly offices,:and thofe who have not yet feat 
us their I?fts of fubfcribers names will pleafe to tranfmit 
them and the Papers ial] be immediately forwarded. 


T HE PRINTERS beg leave to acquaint theit 


Tuoucnts n FRIENDSHIP. 


is a roman type, made in commercial quantities in that part of 
America which was shortly to become the United States. Before 
the month was out, Lexington and Concord had been fought. 


THE EPHRATA PRESS. Religious communities have been 
responsible for some of the most interesting developments in the 
history of printing. The community of St. Dié in Lorraine gave 
us in 1507 that precious little book from which America derives 
its name. The work of the Jesuits in Paraguay has been re- 
marked upon above. In the eighteenth century a Seventh Day 
Baptist Brotherhood settled at Ephrata, in Pennsylvania. In 
1745 the Brotherhood began to print books from their own press, 
and the copy of the Giildene Aepffel (Ephrata, 1745), was one of 
the first books issued. In 1748 the press issued the largest typo- 
graphical production of America in the Colonial period, T. J. 
Braght’s Der Blutige Schauplatz (Ephrata, 1748), which is 
popularly known as the Mennonite Martyr Book, a folio of 1,512 
pages in the German type and language. This curious printing 
press had a long existence, as may be seen by one of its later 
imprints, Die Ernsthaffe Christen-Pflicht (Ephrata, 1770). 

ROBERT BELL. No account of printing in colonial Penn- 
sylvania should omit the name of Robert Bell, who did more 
than any other printer of colonial times to produce the English 
classies for American readers. Although most of the books for 
which Robert Bell is famous are outside of the province of our 
Library there is one which exercised a great influence on the 
political thought of the American Revolution, both in England 
and America. This is James Burgh’s Political Disquisitions, of 
which Bell printed the American edition in the year the Revolu- 
tion broke out. Not the least interesting part of this remarkable 
and influential work is the list of American Encouragers, or 
subscribers, among whom were John Dickinson, Silas Deane, 
Hugh Gaine, John Hancock, Thomas Jefferson, Thomas McKean, 
Lewis Morris, Benjamin Rush, Roger Sherman, Isaiah Thomas, 
James Wilson, and Anthony Wayne. Robert Bell also printed 
the first and second editions of Tom Paine’s “Common Sense” 
(1776). 


WILLIAM GODDARD was one of the most picturesque fig- 
ures in the history of colonial printing in America, and he may 


The First Page of the Pennsylvania Mercury for April 7, 1775, as justly be claimed by Maryland or Rhode Island as by Penn- 


announcing that type has been cast in North America i. 


sylvania. In our exhibition may be seen a file of his Penn- 
sylvania Chronicle, which Charles R. Hildeburn has said “was in 
every respect the best paper ever issued in the province.” Any 
discussion of the Pennsylvania press should take cognizance of 
the great work of Mr. Hildeburn, A Century of Printing: The is- 
sues of the press in Pennsylvania, 1685-1784 (Philadelphia, 
1885), one of the most ambitious attempts ever made to list all 
the issues of a colonial press. 


New York 


OHN PETER ZENGER. After Bradford, one of the most 

famous early New York printers was John Peter Zenger, 
whose name will always be associated with the famous trial for 
libel, which is a landmark in the history of the freedom of the 
press in America. A copy of his New York Weekly Journal for 
May 27, 1734, contains one of the offending articles for which 
he was brought to trial. But even rarer and more important is 
our copy of The Complaint of James Alexander and William 
Smith (New York, 1735), as a result of which Zenger was 
brought to trial. A Brief Narrative of the Case and Trial of 
John Peter Zenger (New York, 1770), is one of the many editions 
of the account of Zenger’s trial. ; 

JAMES PARKER was not only one of the foremost New York 
printers of colonial times, but he may lay claim to being the 
first native New Jersey printer. A complete file of his Indepen- 
dent Reflector (New York, 1752-1753), gives us a chance to 
examine one of the first purely literary weeklies, as distinguished 
from newspapers, to be established in the English colonies. 
Later he moved back to his birth-place in New Jersey, where 
he printed Samuel Smith’s The History of the Colony of Nova- 
Caesaria, or New-Jersey (Burlington, N. J., 1765), of which 
ours is the Ives-Clements copy, and in which is inserted the 
original copy of the Earl of Bath’s offer to sell the entire State 
of New Jersey for “betwixt 5 & 6,000 pounds.” 


Maryland | 


cc PA ae Bibliography has reached a new level,’ wrote 
George Parker Winship upon the publication of Lawrence 
Wroth’s History of Printing in Colonial Maryland (Baltimore, 
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1922). Itself a typographical gem, this book indicates what re- 
mains to be done for almost every other State in the Union. 
After discrediting the legend of a fabled Jesuit Press in Mary- 
land in 1655, Mr. Wroth produces an actual Maryland imprint as 
early as 1689. We will reserve William Parks for our paragraph 
below on Virginia. 

JONAS GREEN. A volume which Mr. Wroth describes as 
“a specimen of typography, which was not exceeded in dignity 
and beauty by any production of an American Colonial Press,” 
was the Rev. Thomas Bacon’s Laws of Maryland at Large 
(Annapolis, 1765). Green was one of the numerous descendants 
of the great Samuel Green of Cambridge. At his death his work 
was carried on by his widow, Ann Catherine Green, whose most 
ambitious work was Elie Valette’s The Deputy Commissary’s 
Guide (Annapolis, 1774), with an engraved title page by Thomas 
Sparrow. 


Virginia 

F WILLIAM PARKS, it has been said “There is no printer 

of his day, Franklin alone excepted, whose services to typog- 
raphy and letters in America present a greater claim to the 
interest and gratitude of posterity.” This first Virginia printer 
began his work at Williamsburg in 1730, and of his newspaper, 
The Virginia Gazette, the Library possesses a unique file cover- 
ing the years 1745 and 1746. An interesting example of his skill 
and ingenuity is his map of the Battle of Culloden, which, for 
lack of an engraver in colonial Virginia, he was forced to make 
up from type ornaments. This chart was published in the 
Gazette for July 31, 1746, and is here shown in facsimile. The 
original is included in our exhibition. Among the other Wil- 
liamsburg printers were William and Clementina Rind and 
Alexander Purdie. Our copy of The Acts of Assembly .. . in 
the Colony of Virginia (Williamsburg, 1769), is the work of both 
Rind and Purdie, while our copy of Purdie’s Proceedings of the 
Convention of Delegates for the Counties and Corporations in the 
colony of Virginia (Williamsburg, 1775), bears upon its title the 


autograph of John Augustine Washington, one of the delegates, 
and a brother of the President. 
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THE 


A TR RA et 


OF 


DANIEL DISNEY, Ef 


Captain of a Company in His Majefty's 44th Regiment of Foot, and Town- 
Major of the Garrifon of Montreal, at the Seffion of the Supreme-Court 
of Judicature, holden at Montreal, on Saturday the 28th Day of February, 
and thence continued by Adjournments to /ednefday the 11th Day of 
March, 1767, before the Honourable Witiiam Hey, EG Chicf- 
Juftice of the Province of Quedec, upon an Indiétment containing two 
Charges, the one fora Burglary and Felony, in breaking and entering 
Mr. Thomas Walker's Houle, at Montreal, on the Night of the 6th Day 
of December. in the Year 1764, with an Intention to murder the faid 
Thomas Walker, the other for felonioully and of Malice aforethought cut- 
ting off the Right Ear of the faid Téornas Walker, with Intention thereby 
to disfigure him, againft the Form of the Statute of 22 and 23 Car. Il. 
Cap. i. in that Cafe made and provided. 


a 
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QUEBEC: 


Printed by BROWN & GILMORE. 
M,DCC,LXVIIL. 


eee ee 
A Product of what was probably the First 
Canadian Printing Press 


Canada 


are story of American printing would be incomplete without 
a consideration of two rare books, the products of the second, 
if not the first Canadian printing press. The researches of 
Phileas Gagnon have suggested the possibility qf broadsides 
having been printed at Quebec and Montreal as early as 1759. 
Of the Canadian books which survive, bearing an undoubted im- 
print, the prayer book printed in the language of the Montagnais 
Indians, and entitled Nehiro-Iriniwi (Quebec, 1767), was long 
considered the first book printed in Canada. Neither M. Gagnon 
nor M. Dionne, another Canadian bibliographer, note the exis- 
tence of a most interesting work, The Trial of Daniel Disney, 
Esq. (Quebec, 1767), of which but one other copy is know to exist. 
Both these books were printed by and bear the names of BROWN 
& GILMORE, two Englishmen who established a press at Quebec 
just after the conquest of Canada by the British in the French 
and Indian War. 


Michigan 

64 Acca the Library has not specialized in books and docu- 

ments in Michigan, yet we are able to display an early 
Detroit imprint, By William Hull, Brigadier General and Com- 
mander of the North Western Army of the United States, A 
PROCLAMATION, which was probably printed at Detroit some 
time shortly after the outbreak of the War of 1812. 

R. G. A. 
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